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1
POLARIZATION DIVERSE
DEMULTIPLEXING

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to electro-optical
systems, and more specifically, to electro-optical de-multi-
plexing systems.

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

Optical fiber is often used for data communications sys-
tems. Optical signals are often de-multiplexed using a demul-
tiplexing (DEMUX) device such as an arrayed waveguide
grating (AWG) DEMUX or echelette grating DEMUX that
focuses and separates the channels of the optical signals. For
example, an AWG DEMUX includes a plurality of
waveguides having different lengths that focuses each indi-
vidual channel (i.e., each frequency in the optical signal) on a
surface of a corresponding photodetector. The photodetector
converts the optical channel into an electrical signal that may
be sent to a processor.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, an optical demultiplexing system includes a polarization
splitter portion operative to receive an input optical signal
having a first polarization, a second polarization and multiple
channels, and split the input optical signal into a first optical
signal having the first polarization and a second optical signal
having the second polarization, a polarization rotator portion
communicatively connected to the polarization splitter por-
tion, the polarization rotator portion operative to receive the
first optical signal, rotate the first polarization of the first
optical signal to substantially match the second polarization
of'the second optical signal and output the first optical signal,
and an optical demultiplexing portion communicatively con-
nected to the polarization rotator portion and the polarization
splitter portion, the optical demultiplexing portion operative
to receive a combination of the first optical signal and the
second optical signal, and output each channel of the first
optical signal and the second optical signal to a photodetector
device corresponding to each channel.

In accordance with another embodiment of the present
invention, an optical demultiplexing system includes a polar-
ization splitting grating portion operative to receive an input
optical signal having a first polarization, a second polariza-
tion and multiple channels, and split the input optical signal
into a first optical signal having the first polarization and a
second optical signal having the first polarization, and an
optical demultiplexing portion communicatively connected
to the polarization splitting grating portion, the optical demul-
tiplexing portion operative to receive a combination of the
first polarization optical signal and the second polarization
optical signal, and output each channel of the first polariza-
tion optical signal and the second polarization optical signal
to a photodetector device corresponding to each channel.

In accordance with yet another embodiment of the present
invention, an optical demultiplexing device includes a first
portion operative to receive an input optical signal having a
first polarization, a second polarization and multiple chan-
nels, and split the input optical signal into a first optical signal
having the first polarization and a second optical signal hav-
ing the first polarization, and an optical demultiplexing por-
tion communicatively connected to the polarization splitter
portion, the optical demultiplexing portion operative to
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2

receive a combination of the first optical signal and the second
optical signal, and output each channel of the first optical
signal and the second optical signal to a photodetector device
corresponding to each channel.

Additional features and advantages are realized through
the techniques of the present invention. Other embodiments
and aspects of the invention are described in detail herein and
are considered a part of the claimed invention. For a better
understanding of the invention with the advantages and the
features, refer to the description and to the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as the invention is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The forgoing and other
features, and advantages of the invention are apparent from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a DEMUX
system.

FIG. 2 illustrates an alternate exemplary embodiment of a
DEMUX system.

FIG. 3 illustrates another alternate exemplary embodiment
of'a DEMUX system.

FIG. 4 illustrates yet another alternate exemplary embodi-
ment of a DEMUX system.

FIG. 5 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary method
for demultiplexing a multi-mode optical signal.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Silicon photonic systems often include polarization depen-
dent dispersion and loss due to high index contrast between
the waveguide core and cladding within the optical
waveguide circuitry. In previous systems, when two polariza-
tions (e.g., transverse electric (TE) and a transverse magnetic
(TM)) are received from a transmission link, a first polariza-
tion is accepted as is into the optical waveguide circuit, and
the second polarization is introduced into the waveguide cir-
cuitry either by coupling or rotating the second polarization
into the first polarization. Previous systems included two
similar receive component links (e.g., two photodetectors,
two transimpedance amplifiers, and associated electronics) to
process the different polarizations of the optical signals. Such
an arrangement may degrade the signal to noise ratio of the
system since two photodetectors are used for the same chan-
nel resulting in two separate sources of noise. Such systems
also provide undesirable power consumption, consume larger
amounts of space, and offer multiple points of failure.

The exemplary embodiments and methods described
below provide for the use of a single AWG DEMUX device
and a single electro-optical processing sub-system that con-
verts the received optical signal channels into electrical sig-
nals.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a DEMUX
system 100. In this regard, the system 100 includes a AWG
unit 102 that is communicatively connected to a processor
unit 104 and an optical fiber 106 that carries an optical signal
having a plurality of channels each having a different wave-
length (A, A, . .. &)

The optical signal typically includes a TE and TM polar-
ization. The optical fiber 106 is connected to a polarization
splitter portion 108 that splits or separates the TE and TM
polarizations into separate signals that are propagated on
separate paths 101 and 103. The exemplary embodiments
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may include one or more polarization splitting devices. For
example, one type of polarization splitting device first
couples both polarizations from the fiber into an optical
waveguide structure and includes an asymmetric Mach-Ze-
hnder interferometer (MZI) that has waveguide birefringence
designed into at least part of the device. The waveguide bire-
fringence causes the TE and TM polarizations to propagate at
different speeds within the device. The asymmetry can be
achieved via making one of the two MZI arms having a longer
optical path length than the other. The optical path length of
an optical waveguide can be made longer either by actually
increasing its length and maintaining its core cross section, or
by maintaining the same physical path length but moditying
the waveguide cross section such that the effective optical
index of the waveguide is modified, thereby changing the
optical path length. A combination of these two approaches
can be used. The birefringent asymmetry results in the TE
polarization exiting one output of the two-by-two Mach-Ze-
hnder and the TM polarization exiting the other output. After
the two polarizations are separated, one of the two polariza-
tions traverses a waveguide component that rotates that polar-
ization such that both signals then have the same polarization,
for example the TM polarization output would be rotated to
be TE. In this way two separate TE polarization signals are
created within the circuit. A second alternative exemplary
embodiment includes a two dimensional perpendicular opti-
cal grating coupler that has one of its grating dimensions
couple the fiber TE polarization into a TE polarization in the
optical waveguide structure and the other grating dimension
couple the fiber TM polarization into a TE polarization in the
optical waveguide structure, but in a different direction. In
this case, the additional waveguide structure to rotate the TM
polarization into a TE polarization is not included. A third
alternative exemplary embodiment first couples both polar-
izations from the fiber into an optical waveguide structure that
has an adiabatically tapered asymmetric waveguide splitter
separate the two polarizations, and then an additional
waveguide structure rotates the TM polarization into a TE
polarization. The separate paths may be defined by, for
example, optical waveguides or optical fibers. The signal in
the path 103 (e.g., the TM signal) is received by a polarization
rotator portion 110 that rotates the polarization of the signal to
substantially the same polarization as the signal on the path
101 and outputs the rotated signal via the path 105. The
polarization rotator is created by first creating a birefringent
optical waveguide in the optical path. A birefringent
waveguide may be created in a number of exemplary ways,
one of which is to have a ‘long’ and ‘short’ dimension to the
waveguide core cross section, for example the waveguide
could be twice as ‘tall” as it is ‘wide’. A polarization rotator
can then be made by gradually modifying the waveguide
cross section such that the waveguide cross section dimen-
sions are switched, and the waveguide adiabatically becomes
twice as ‘wide’ as it is ‘tall’. This can be achieved by having
two waveguide core levels, one above the other, and having
the first core level start as being ‘wider’ than tall, and gradu-
ally tapering to a lesser width so that the first core waveguide
becomes nearly square. The second core level maintains a
square profile and gradually comes in from the side of the first
core waveguide as the first core waveguide is tapering to a
lesser width. The second core level then becomes coincident
with the first after it tapers to a lesser width such that the first
and second core levels have the same width and the resulting
waveguide core is made up of the first and second core levels
and is about twice as ‘tall’ as it is ‘wide’.

The signals are received by a first free space portion 112 of
the AWG unit 102. The input waveguides terminate at the
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focal point of the input free space region. In addition, the two
input waveguides carrying the TE polarization are brought
into proximity with each other at their termination at the focal
point of the input free space region. The result is that the TE
polarized optical fields in the two waveguides, which are
typically single mode (or very nearly single mode)
waveguides, interact such that the sum of optical fields at the
point where the two waveguides terminate create a profile that
is similar to a multi-mode waveguide. This can be achieved by
arranging the two waveguides in proximity, or by creating a
small region in which the two waveguides are joined together,
creating a multi-mode coupling section, prior to entering the
input free space region.

Though in the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the TM
polarization is rotated by the polarization rotator portion 110,
in an alternate embodiment, another polarization such as, the
TE polarization may be rotated by the polarization rotator
portion 110 if desired. The system 100 may be arranged on a
common substrate 107 if desired. In this regard, the AW G unit
102 may be arranged on, for example a silicon substrate with
the polarization splitter portion 108 and the polarization rota-
tor portion 110. The processor portion 104 may also be
arranged on the common substrate 107 in some embodiments.

The optical signals enter a first free space portion 112 of the
AWG unit 102 and the signal light diverges in the free space
region such that a portion of light from each channel couples
into each of the optical waveguides 114 in the arrayed grating
section of the AWG. The signals enter waveguides 114 each
having a different length. The light passes through the
waveguides 114 such thata portion of light from each channel
enters a second free space portion 116 from each of the
waveguides 114. The length of each waveguide 114 affects a
particular phase shift on the portion of light that traveled
through the waveguide due to the difference in wavelength of
each of the channels. Light is diffracted from each waveguide
114 and through constructive interference, is refocused and
directed to a particular output position where it is imaged to a
multi-mode profile. The output waveguides 118 direct each of
the channels to a corresponding photodetector device 120.
The photodetector devices 120 are multi-mode receivers that
support the imaged quasi-first order mode. Each of the pho-
todetector devices 120 may be, for example, approximately
300 nanometers (nm) to 1000 nm wide depending on the
optical wavelength used and the cross sectional geometry of
the photodetector devices.

The photodetector devices are communicatively connected
to the processor unit 104 that converts the optical channel
signal into an electrical signal 122 (S, S, . . . S,) that is
received by a processor 124.

FIG. 2 illustrates an alternate exemplary embodiment of a
DEMUX system 200. In this regard, the system 200 includes
a AWG unit 102 that is communicatively connected to a
processor unit 104 and an optical fiber 106 that carries an
optical signal having a plurality of channels each having a
different wavelength (A, A, . . . A,) The optical signal
includes TE and TM polarizations.

The optical fiber 106 is connected to a polarization splitting
grating portion 208 that splits or separates the TE and TM
polarizations into separate signals such that both the TE and
TM polarizations propagate as TE in the waveguide circuit.
The signals are propagated on separate paths 201 and 203.
The paths 201 and 203 are input to the first free space portion
112 of the AWG unit 102 and are brought together to form a
quasi-first order mode in a similar manner as described above.

FIG. 3 illustrates another alternate exemplary embodiment
of a DEMUX system 300. In this regard, the system 300
includes an echelette grating DEMUX portion 302 that
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includes an echelette grating 304 that acts as a frequency
dependent reflective lens. The echelette grating DEMUX por-
tion 302 is communicatively connected to the multi-mode
optical fiber 106 via the polarization splitter portion 108 and
the polarization rotator portion 110 in a similar manner as
discussed above. The echelette grating DEMUX portion 302
is operative to focus the received optical signal on particular
photodetector devices 120 that operate in a similar manner as
discussed above.

FIG. 4 illustrates another alternate exemplary embodiment
of a DEMUX system 400. In this regard, the system 400
includes an echelette grating DEMUX portion 302 as
described above that is communicatively connected to the
optical fiber 106 via the polarization splitting grating portion
208 that splits or separates the TE and TM polarizations into
separate signals such that both the TE and TM polarizations
propagate as TE in the waveguide circuit in a similar manner
as described above.

FIG. 5 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary method
for demultiplexing an optical signal. In block 502, an optical
signal is received. The optical signal is separated into a first
optical signal with a first polarization (e.g., TM) and a second
optical signal with a second polarization (e.g., TE) in block
504. In block 506, the polarization of the first optical signal is
rotated (e.g., TM to TE) to substantially match the polariza-
tion of the second optical signal. In block 508, the first optical
signal and the second optical signal are routed to acommon or
single DEMUX device. In block 510, the DEMUX device
demultiplexes the channels of the first optical signal and the
second optical signal and focuses at least one of the channels
onto a common photodetector as a first order mode output.
The photodetector is a multi-mode photodetector that outputs
an electrical signal corresponding to the focused channel in
block 512.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
element components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

The flow diagrams depicted herein are just one example.
There may be many variations to this diagram or the steps (or
operations) described therein without departing from the
spirit of the invention. For instance, the steps may be per-
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formed in a differing order or steps may be added, deleted or
modified. All of these variations are considered a part of the
claimed invention.

While the preferred embodiment to the invention had been
described, it will be understood that those skilled in the art,
both now and in the future, may make various improvements
and enhancements which fall within the scope of the claims
which follow. These claims should be construed to maintain
the proper protection for the invention first described.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical demultiplexing system comprising:

a polarization splitter portion operative to receive an input
optical signal having a first polarization, a second polar-
ization and multiple channels, and split the input optical
signal into a first optical signal having the first polariza-
tion and a second optical signal having the second polar-
ization;

a polarization rotator portion communicatively connected
to the polarization splitter portion, the polarization rota-
tor portion operative to receive the first optical signal,
rotate the first polarization of the first optical signal to
substantially match the second polarization of the sec-
ond optical signal and output the first optical signal;

a focal point at an input free space region that receives the
second optical signal and the rotated first optical signal
prior to being multiplexed, and combines the second
optical signal and the rotated first optical signal, each
having the matching polarization, to generate a multi-
mode optical field; and

an optical demultiplexing portion communicatively con-
nected to the polarization rotator portion and the polar-
ization splitter portion, the optical demultiplexing por-
tion disposed downstream from the focal point and
operative to receive the combined first optical signal and
the second optical signal from the focal point, and to
output each channel of the first optical signal and the
second optical signal to a photodetector device corre-
sponding to each channel.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the optical demultiplex-
ing portion is communicatively connected to the photodetec-
tor device via a corresponding optical waveguide.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the photodetector device
includes a multi-mode photo detector device.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the optical demultiplex-
ing portion includes an arrayed waveguide grating (AWG).

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the optical demultiplex-
ing portion includes an echelette grating.

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising a processor
communicatively connected to the photodetector device.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the polarization splitter
portion, the polarization rotator portion, and the optical
demultiplexing portion are arranged on a common substrate.

8. An optical demultiplexing system comprising:

a polarization splitting grating portion operative to receive
an input optical signal having a first polarization, a sec-
ond polarization and multiple channels, and split the
input optical signal into a first optical signal having the
first polarization and a second optical signal having the
first polarization;

a focal point at an input free space region that, prior to
being multiplexed, receives the second optical signal
and a rotated first optical signal, and combines the sec-
ond optical signal and the rotated first optical signal,
each having the matching polarization, to generate a
multi-mode optical field; and

an optical demultiplexing portion communicatively con-
nected to the polarization splitting grating portion, the
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optical demultiplexing portion disposed downstream
from the focal point and operative to receive a combina-
tion of the first polarization optical signal and the second
polarization optical signal from the focal point, and to
output each channel of the first polarization optical sig-
nal and the second polarization optical signal to a pho-
todetector device corresponding to each channel.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the optical demultiplex-
ing portion is communicatively connected to the photodetec-
tor device via a corresponding optical waveguide.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the photodetector
device includes a multi-mode photo detector device.

11. The system of claim 8, wherein the optical demulti-
plexing portion includes an arrayed waveguide grating
(AWG).

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the optical demulti-
plexing portion includes an echelette grating.

13. The system of claim 8, further comprising a processor
communicatively connected to the photodetector device.

14. The system of claim 8, wherein the polarization splitter
portion and the optical demultiplexing portion are arranged
on a common substrate.

15. An optical demultiplexing device comprising:

a first portion operative to receive an input optical signal
having a first polarization, a second polarization and
multiple channels, and split the input optical signal into
a first optical signal having the first polarization and a
second optical signal having the first polarization;
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a focal point at an input free space region that, prior to
being multiplexed, receives the second optical signal
and a rotated first optical signal, and combines the sec-
ond optical signal and the rotated first optical signal,
each having the matching polarization, to generate a
multi-mode optical field; and

an optical demultiplexing portion communicatively con-
nected to the polarization splitter portion, the optical
demultiplexing portion disposed downstream from the
focal point and operative to receive a combination of the
first optical signal and the second optical signal from the
focal point, and to output each channel of the first optical
signal and the second optical signal to a photodetector
device corresponding to each channel.

16. The device of claim 15, wherein the photodetector

device includes a multi-mode photodetector device.

17. The device of claim 15, wherein the optical demulti-
plexing portion includes an arrayed waveguide grating
(AWG).

18. The device of claim 15, wherein the optical demulti-
plexing portion includes an echelette grating.

19. The device of claim 15, wherein the first portion
includes a polarization rotator portion and a polarization
splitter portion.

20. The device of claim 15, wherein the first portion
includes a polarization splitting grating portion.
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